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NYSPHSAA AWARDS WRESTLING STATE TOURNAMENT TO TIMES UNION CENTER IN ALBANY THROUGH 2016 

LATHAM, NY - The New York State Public High School Athletic Association has announced its wrestling state tournament will be conducted at the Times Union Center in Albany from 2013 through 2016. The announcement comes after NYSPHSAA’s wrestling state committee unanimously voted in favor of a bid submitted by the Times Union Center in October. 

The event has already been hosted by the Times Union Center in 2005, 2007, then from 2009 through 2011. In the final year of the current agreement, it is slated to be conducted February 24-25, 2012 at the Times Union Center. 

“The City of Albany and the Times Union Center have proven to be an ideal venue for our wrestling tournament since 2005. The staff has been very easy to work with helping us fulfill all of our needs in planning and successfully conducting the event each year. We are pleased to return to Albany for the next four years,” said NYSPHSAA Executive Director Nina Van Erk.

According to the Albany County Convention and Visitors Bureau, the wrestling state tournament annually pumps over $1.5 million into the Capital Region economy and in 2011 it was the second largest sporting event in Albany County. 

"Hosting the New York State High School Wrestling Championships at the Times Union Center has helped stimulate business for downtown Albany restaurants, hotels and businesses while providing an excellent facility for the student athletes to compete in,” said Bob Belber, SMG Regional General Manager - Times Union Center. “We are thrilled to host this state championship event thru 2016. On behalf of our SMG staff and Albany County, we thank NYSPHSAA and the Wrestling State Committee for their vote to award 2013-2016 to Albany." 

The 50th Annual NYSPHSAA Wrestling State Tournament will return to the Times Union Center in February 2012 after more than 12,000 fans attended the 2011 event. The event saw a record attendance of 17,323 in 2005 (now ranks second) in Albany, and an additional 15,034 in the arena in 2007 despite poor weather.  Previous venues include the Onondaga County War Memorial (1974-2003), University at Buffalo (2004), and Nassau Coliseum in Uniondale (2006).

More tournament information can be obtained by visiting www.nysphsaawrestling.com.  

HISTORY/VENUES OF NYSPHSAA WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS
1963 – Cornell University, Ithaca
1964 – Walt Whitman High School, South Huntington (Long Island)
1965 – Ithaca College, Ithaca
1966 – Walt Whitman High School, South Huntington (Long Island)
1967 – Niagara University, Niagara Falls
1968 – Onondaga County War Memorial, Syracuse
1969 – George H. Clark Gymnasium, Rochester
1970-72 – Onondaga County War Memorial, Syracuse
1973 – Utica Memorial Auditorium, Utica
1974-2003 – Onondaga County War Memorial, Syracuse
2004 – University at Buffalo, Amherst
2005 – Pepsi Arena, Albany (currently the Times Union Center)
2006 – Nassau Veterans Coliseum, Uniondale
2007 – Times Union Center, Albany
2008 – Blue Cross Arena, Rochester
2009-12 – Times Union Center, Albany
2013-2016 – Times Union Center, Albany

